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WASHINGTON 

It "almost chills the 
marrow of a man to hear 
about" the clandestine ac- 
tivities of Central Intelli- 
gence Agency- operatives, 
Sen. Richard Russell 
: (£>-Ga.) ’ told the Senate in 
,1956. 

.... Chilled marrow or not/ 
many people feel Congress 
; ought to hear a lot more' 
about what the CIA and the 
rest of the government's 
vast intelligence apparatus 
are doing. . 

They feel ' Congress has 
■done a dangerously in- 
adequate job of auditing 
the agency that operates in' 
"dark back, alleys/' as Se- 
• cretary of State Dean Rusk 
once put it, all over the 
world. 

It is an old argument that. 

; seems no closer to resolu- 
' lion today than it', did a 
decade or more ago. But it 


has been revived in hear- . 

: uigs before the House rules " 
committee on bills spon- 
1 sore d by 20 congressmen to: ■ 

: establish a joint Senate-. 

' ; House watchdog committee 
.■•over. tile. CIA. 

CIA subcommittees have 
-functioned in the. House' 

; and Senate for years. But- 
proponents of the joint .... 
committee idea say the 
, present system is , lax, cur- , 
fiory, and far too informal . 
‘ for overseeing such a vital' 

; part of the United States * 
' government. . ( 

Need For Secrecy i 
They do not question tli^ ^ 
; need for secrecy, -but they' £ 
- insist 'that a joint commii- s 
: tee, staffed, by full-time • _ c 
■ professionals, and adhering ' k 
*.to formal procedures, can. 0 
: do a much more effectiv e ' d 
job of supervision. 

They point to the. work of 8 
the joint committee on S 1 
atomic energy, which rides t - 
herd oiyithe Atomic Energy S I 
Commission and has not vet tl: 
compromised any of its 'se- 
crets. ,V. 

But an agency that has ^ 
jurisdiction over the back. ? i( 
alleys- — in the. never-never ini 
land of series, U-2 flights, 
and mysterious coup d'e-- VJ ] ( 
tats — is; of course, a dip cr < 
fere n't 'animal than the dcf 
AEC.' ' ' , wli 

There is, a basic problem ..9*4] 
in dealing: with the highly 
sensitive : ;and- vexatious : 
issue of' ' congressional. su- 
pervision' of -the CI£.- v • - 


3 s " The CI A .is so secret, and 
n-' work done by the pre- 

to: . sent CIA subcommittees is 
e-.. f° se cret. that it is ex- 
;e treme] y difficulty for outsid- 
ers- to -.make ah informed 
p judgment on how effective 
e an editing job 1 Congress is 
. now doing. 1 

t .. Alleged Blunders 

° .These outsiders .include. 
i the £ rea t majority in Con-! 
, , gress. And that's the rub. 

* ^ Many of these . outsiders ' 

* HI p°ngress read of alleged 
CIA blunders: in Laos and 

i Vietnam and at the Bay of. 

? Tigs and hvonder ' if Con- * 
U gress shouldn't ■: be doin* . 
. something more -about the ; 

- ■ C IA. They don't really 
; : know all that -the CIA did / 
i or is doing, and they won- . 
der if they would know. 

Some members of Com / 
: S r ess are certain they- 
should in order to fulfill a 
: their constitutional re- % 
sponsibility of overseeing 1 
the executive branch. ■ \ a 
Last August, Rep. John '-. 1 
V. Lindsay (R-N.Y.) told }? 
the House during a discus- :t 
. sion of the CTA and other " C{ 
intelligence, agencies: -. 

. " • • We are. often the 
victim -of. secrecy for sc- = r 
5 l W' s sake - Things are sJ - 
dolic.to us and imour name v., 
whicn .we know ; nothing (p 


nd / Sen. Eugene McCarthy - 
re- (h-Mmn.), who has been 
is sponsoring joint committee 
sx- buls for some 10 years, told ' 
id- Senate last year: 
ed "• • • as espionage and 
ve ’ c °unterespicnage' ' have, 
is become more perVasive and * 
..their techniques m o r e] 
subtle, the need for secrecy 
: has, if anything increased. 
le % "Nevertheless, I do not 
a--* think it right' that the- 
Congress, which’ has the 

d w^ titut ipnal responsibi- 
lity to . provide . for the’ 

S c P ni hion defense and ', to 
' oversee the operation of the 

• executive agencies ■ which 

% opet'ate-.in this area, should ■ 
he kept so largely ignorant 

1 °* in - the : 

year McCarthy 

• ,T le .. that the ‘ CIA ; "has 
r / a ^Pn bn the 'character ‘of. 
t .an -- ■invisible.; government 

• on,y " to - itself. 

: H e : C / A »ust .be made 
•accountable for its activi- 
ties not only to the Pres- 
ident but also to Congress^ 
..through a responsible 

' committee." 

- 1 SaltbjsstaH's View 
: The McCarthy* and . the 
umasays- obviously do not 
snare the . view expressed 
by ftcn..Leverett Saltonstall * 
.(.h-jlass.) in 1960, after the' 

A'-- wa $ sll ot down over the 
: Soviet Union.' 
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